( 473 ) 


BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTICES. 

XVIII. Illustrations of Pulmonary Consumption , its Anatomical Characters , Causes , 
Symptoms and Treatment tilth twelve plates, drawn and coloured from na¬ 
ture. By Samuel Geoiige Moktox, M. D. Physician to the Philadelphia 
Alms-house Hospital, Lecturer on Anatomy, See. &c. Philadelphia, Key & 
Biddle, 1834, pp. 183. 

It would be sufReient to say that the present was an original work on pulmo¬ 
nary consumption, prepared in the United States, containing new cases, imply¬ 
ing and usefully exercising an acquaintance, on the part of the writer, with 
modern morbid anatomy, ornamented and enriched by the addition of a set of 
handsome lithographs, augmented with independent observations, and stating the 
results of recent experience in the use of the principal remedies—it would be 
sufficient, we apprehend, to say this, in order to command the good wishes of 
every true friend to the diffusion of useful professional knowledge in America. 
Any disposition to captiousness, or in some measure, perhaps, even to criti¬ 
cism, should be silenced by this feeling. Dr. Morton has unquestionably 
done a service to the country by the production, within its boundaries, 
of a monographic work on an important disease, containing copious details 
and valuable representations in morbid anatomy. This example, if it prove 
successful, will no doubt be imitated; and we shall thus, commencing with 
the systematic treatise of l)r. Ilorner, possess a series of publications on 
this branch of medical science; a branch among the most important, at once 
from its intrinsic usefulness, and from its peculiar adaptation to the spirit of the 
times. The principal improvements which have recently been made in our pro¬ 
fession have been through the medium of morbid anatomy, and lovers of their 
country would have cause to regret if Americans should obtain no share in that 
harvest to which the present state of our science seems so particularly to 
prompt its votaries. 

The object of reviewing, therefore, in such a case as this, should be rather 
to mat j known the existence, nature, and utility of a book, than to indulge in 
peevish comment upon its faults. Let us nourish the tree, and allow it to strike 
deep and firm root in thq soil, before we begin to deprive it of its branches by 
the pruning-knife. Yet, at the same time, when comments suggest themselves 
to our mind as worthy of a place, we shall not hesitate to insert them. We con¬ 
ceive this course to be the most just, both to the public and to the author, and 
shall write with confidence, wishing to treat Dr. Morton, in all respects, as a 
man of science and of liberal views. 

The work is certainly a very beautiful one;—the lithographs are finely 
executed and well coloured. They form a striking and interesting series 
of ** illustrations** of the progress of this formidable disease from its commence¬ 
ment, through its various morbid conditions, to its natural cure. Of this last 
process, in single tubercles, there are very beautiful examples in Plates IX. and 
No. XXVI.— Feb. 1834. 41 
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ulcers, some of which perforate the cartilages. Plate XI. fig. 1, exhibits fibro¬ 
cartilaginous adhesions of the pleura, consequent on a chronic inflammation; and 
fiff- 2, displays two adhesions of a thick, cord-like form, and containing fat; the 
e fleet of which cords was to prevent the collapse of the lung, which would other¬ 
wise have been produced by the liquids effused into the cavity. The case was 
one of acute pleurisy. The second figure in Plate XII. is a very curious view 
of an intense broncho-trachitis, with ulcers, and of enlarged bronchial glands 
with calcareous concretions and ossifications. 

We have spoken of the plates in the first instance, and detailed their con¬ 
tents as above, because wc really considered them a principal portion of the 
work. These beautiful illustrations form a topic by themselves; and accompa¬ 
nied by the narratives which belong to them, they would have bten well 
worthy of publication without any further addition. The remark of the classic, 
“segnius irritant,” &c. is in no case more applicable than in the instance of 
morbid anatomy. Persons may read for a length of time descriptions of anato¬ 
mical changes, followed by discussions respecting their nature and treatment, 
without acquiring accurate conceptions of their appearance, or indeed gaining 
confidence in the observers own ideas of that which is described, when a brief 
examination of a specimen in nature selected by a judge of the subject, or of a 
well-executed plate, will entirely remove the difficulty. The mind becomes 
satisfied in the accuracy of its own apprehensions, and knowledge and argu¬ 
ments that were floating and vague before assume a character more fixed and 
definite. More interest is taken in further discussions and observations, and the 
inquirer feels that he is advancing in information. We will not pretend to say 
that any substitute is entirely equivalent to a course of dissections conducted 
in the best manner; but then so many difficulties occur in the way of this, so 
few are placed under the guidance of persons competent to make, exhibit, and 
explain them, that it has always appeared to us that the student of morbid ana¬ 
tomy must ever depend in a great degree upon engraved or lithographed repre¬ 
sentations. These present the facts of nature, freed from the disgusting circum¬ 
stances of the dissecting-room, displayed in the most distinct and advantageous 
manner, and accompanied by explanations, which, unlike the oral teachings of 
the professor, may be made to wait for the convenience of the busy practitioner, 
can be resumed or quitted at a moment’s warning, and will pause during any 
interval for more deliberate study or extended reference. They are not an ade¬ 
quate substitute for nature, it must be confessed; but then it will be admitted 
that nature frequently passes through the hands of the observer without being 
so well understood, or even so completely seen. 

It is time, however, to proceed to our author’s text. The two chapters with 
which he commences are anatomical; the first containing a view of the anato¬ 
mical changes which arc usually found accompanying tubercles in the lungs of 
pulmonary patients. For this he apologises, we think without necessity, as it ap¬ 
pears to us to form an important part of the subject. It is certainly impossible to 
form an adequate idea of the condition of such a patient without understanding 
these collateral changes; even the evidence of the stethescope and percussion be¬ 
ing unintelligible under such circumstances; and as his book is elementary, the 
definitions seem to us absolutely necessary. We are surprised that he has here 
overlooked interstitial lixmorrhagy, or the “apoplexy of the lungs,” of Laen- 
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racic parictes, which does not allow the same expansion, as is the case with 
the rest of the thorax. This state of things he considers as equivalent to com¬ 
pression, and such as the peculiar cause of tubercles in that situation. This 
view of Dr. M. coincides with his decision, page 45, against tight-lacing, as a 
fertile cause of consumption; on which he inveighs at some length. To this we 
reply, first, that the authority of Louis on this point is exactly in opposition to 
him. He states, p. 531 ofliis work on consumption, that his male patients, who 
wore no corsets, were quite as numerous as the female; and again, that the 
greater portion of his female cases occurred in women who had been edu¬ 
cated in the country, and had never subjected theirlungs to the confinement of 
these articles of dress until after they completed their growth. In the next 
place, if this be conceded as a cause of phthisis, the question as stated above by 
Dr. Morton rests upon totally different grounds; as we have here a natural 
structure, and notan artificial compression. Whether this portion of the thorax 
expands might be perhaps made a question in anatomy; but certainly the lung, 
in the natural condition of the pleura, possesses the power of sliding downwards 
to a wider part of the cavity, when the expansion takes place below. To sup¬ 
pose tire original structure of the human race imperfect at this point, so as ne. 
cessarily to lead to disease, seems to be impeaching the perfection of nature, 
and to stand at war with what we know of the general order of things. We will 
suggest to Dr. Morton the agency of another cause upon the top of the lungs, 
which seems to us to go far towards accounting for the production of tubercles 
in this point with peculiar frequency, as well as that of the great number of 
pulmonary catarrhs with which the inhabitants of our country, of both sexes, 
suffer so severely. We allude to the ordinary construction of our dress, by 
which this part of the body is exposed to the vicissitudes of the weather with 
a fearlessness which by no means seems to indicate colds in that portion of the 
body as the greatest outlet of human life. The ordinary dress of our females 
leaves the whole top of the lungs, the favourite seat of tubercles, cither en¬ 
tirely without covering of any kind, or with that which is very inadequate. 
1 he portion which is situated between the scaleni muscles is, we believe, never 
covered; and many, if not most, of our fashionable dresses also expose to the 
influence of the air a more or less considerable portion of the space below the 
clavicles. In the male sex, although not to the same extent, a practice similar 
in its nature also prevails, our waistcoats being nearly all made to open and ad¬ 
mit the cool air to the parts which lie over the bifurcation of the bronchia, and the 
vicinity of the clavicle. It seems to be the prevalent opinion, at the present 
day, that cold, at least damp cold, is the principal determining cause of 
pulmonary consumption; the later writers being generally agreed on this 
point; and if so, of how great importance must it be to guarantee these tender 
parts, so very frequently the victims of mortal disease, against the atmospheric 
influences. 

Dr. Morton is brief upon the elemen-ary nature and production of tubercle, 
and seems to feel the confinement of the narrow bounds to which he has re. 
stricted himself. He conceives himself as having established— 

“ 1. That tubercles are an altered secretion of the albuminous halitus proper 
to the cellular tissue forming the parenchyma of organs. 2. That inflammation 
is not necessary to their development. 3. That the cellular tissue which en- 

41* 
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number of tubercles were developed in the lungs and in various other organs 
of the body, and which nevertheless exhibited no symptoms whatever of the 
pulmonary affection. 

Among the complications, that with fistula in ano will not attract our parti¬ 
cular attention. The article on morbid affections of the pleura contains a case 
of a very large abscess without any adhesion in the pleura adjacent, forming an 
exception to the remark, general in this respect, of Professor Louis. Perfora¬ 
tion of the pleura, encephaloid tumour, and the case of extensive denudation of 
tile arteries already mentioned, and figured in the plates, are all successively 
treated. Gangrene, tile case of abscess perforating the back, a case compli¬ 
cated with disease of the liver, cicatrization, tubercles of the peritoneum with 
an acute inflammation of that membrane, ulceration of the trachea, abscess 
connected with a similar cavity in the liver, and a purulent chronic catarrh, ap¬ 
parently from a calculous concretion in the lung, are all illustrated in the se¬ 
venth chapter. The eighth is occupied with the stethescope. We regret its 
shortness; this seeming an anomaly in such a work. The author does not pro¬ 
fess to render his work complete in this respect, but refers to Williams, Collin, 
and the original work of Laenncc.—On the important subject of the treatment, 
we should be glad to be more minute. He treats early hemoptysis with bleed¬ 
ing, followed by spirit of turpentine, elixir of vitriol, common salt, opium, su¬ 
gar of lead. Sec., admitting any one of these as effectual. lie then applies cups 
to the infra-clavian region, followed by a blister, and afterwards by an issue or 
a tartar emetic plaster, with perfect rest, and a diet of gum-water and farina¬ 
ceous food. He then strongly recommends the country, not fearing injury from 
the motion of a carriage. When hemoptysis takes place after a cavity exists, 
he disapproves of bleeding or any other active depletion. He employs the 
other remedies indicated above, with the addition of tonics and alteratives. 

Dr. M. expatiates upon the very great importance of curing chronic catarrhs; 
but as his observations on that subject do not appear likely to interest our rea¬ 
ders particularly, we shall not extract them. Hectic is treated, early in the 
case, and when severe, with blood-letting; after which resort is had to digita¬ 
lis, as also to neutral mixture, acidulated drinks, with or without sweet spirits 
of nitre, and spongings of the limbs executed with cold vinegar and water. The 
bowels are regulated with magnesia, or small doses of neutral salts, and carriage¬ 
riding resorted to as soon as practicable. Night-swcats are checked by lotions 
of alum and brandy, and by infusion of sage with elixir of vitriol. “In many 
instances,” says our author, “a dose of this mixture taken every night at bed¬ 
time will answer every purpose.” In oi.c instance equal benefit was derived 
from prussic acid, and in one from a combination of sulphate of iron and alum. 

The pleuritic pains which accompany the development of abscesses are to be 
treated by a few blisters or cups over the affected part, followed by a small 
blister, and this again by a poultice of bran and flaxseed—a practice taken from 
Professor Ilroussais. The gastric symptoms we pass over. Dr. Morton treats 
diarrhoea most successfully by injections of morphia dissolved in gum water, in¬ 
fusion of flaxseed, or some other bland mucilage. He often adds with advan¬ 
tage a table-spoonful of camphor water. He has also derived signal benefit from 
tile mixture of laudanum, camphor, and nitricacid, recommended by Dr. Home, 
which he makes very weak. Where other means have faded, calomel in small 
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with which the instructions given are fulfilled, we shall not apologise for co¬ 
pying the latter. 

“ An ounce of potash is added to every pound of tar, in order that the latter 
may be deprived of its pyroligneous acid. The two ingredients, being well 
mixed, should be boiled for a few minutes in the open air, in order to disengage 
any impurities, and should then be kept at a simmer in the roam of the patient. 
This is readily effected by putting the composition in an iron vessel, and placing 
the latter over a spirit lamp or some analogous contrivance.” 

The plan of burning tar, rosin, myrrh, and other substances in the room of 
the sick, without the above precautions, he has found unsuccessful. 

Iodine inhalations, as recommended by Sir Charles Scudamore, he has not 
tried; but his trials with chlorine led to disappointment. We have tried both, 
and do not wonder at his disappointment. In fact, if iodine did or do act upon 
tubercles, what useful result is to be expected from applying a substance so ir¬ 
ritating to the inflamed mucous membrane ? The inhalations of tincture of Co- 
nium maculatum, however, recommended by Sir Charles as a palliative to do 
away the irritating effects of his own remedy,* are recommended from expe¬ 
rience by Dr. Morton. lie quotes them from Dr. Pearson, and makes the tinc¬ 
ture with ether, and not, as Dr. Scudamore, with alcohol. 

Issues are much used by Dr. Morten on the regions below’ the clavicles, and 
at the lower part of the sternum; (he does not tell us with what object this last 
situation is adopted.) He has found these exutories less inconvenient than setons 
or antimonial pustules. The time to interpose them with effect he has found 
to be the onset of consumption; and they have not interfered with the important 
object of long journies and other exercise. They should not be suddenly dis¬ 
continued. 

On the subject of diet , and the diversity required, we shall not abstract any 
portion of our author’s reflections. On that of clothing w’e think him particular¬ 
ly sound. He expostulates against the preposterous and fatal idea of hardening 
children by exposing them to the causes of disease—insists on the importance 
of maintaining a healthy action in the skin, and strongly urges the use of plen¬ 
tiful and warm clothing. For the invalid he recommends the buckskin vest. 
The directions for exercise are also very sound. They coincide, making allow¬ 
ance for an abatement of enthusiasm from a more prolonged experience, with 
those of Sydenham. The articles on this subject, and on climate and voyages, 
are very agreeable reading. We arc obliged, however, to adhere to our system 
of abridgment. Dr. Morton recommends inland and dry situations and the air 
of pine forests for the residence of persons having weak lungs. All experiments 
of the sea-shore, however mild the climate, and however plausible the first al¬ 
leged successes, seem to end in disappointment and disaster. On the other 
hand, the most obstinate catarrhs have yielded in a few days beneath the influ¬ 
ence of the balsamic air of the New Jersey pines. The other alternative of 
voyages across the high sea is also strongly recommended; and considerable 
space occupied with sketching out a journey through the west and south, and 
criticising the relative advantages of different ports in foreign countries to which 
the navigator for health may have recourse. We have found these pages highly 
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volumes of the size of the present may be belter suited to the demand. Whether 
this be the case or not, we decidedly wish Dr. Morton to enlarge his subsequent 
editions; nothing doubting that such will be called for; and he will then be able, 
not only to add new facts to his publication, but to enlarge, explain and de- 
vclope various parts of what he lias already inserted. We are confident that 
the public will welcome such an enlargement; and that the work, without 
denying imperfections, will be considered as an honourable and desirable ac¬ 
quisition to American pathology. U ]j C 


SIX. Memoir of the Life, Writings, and Correspondence of James Connie, M. D., 

F. R. S. of Liverpool, &c. Edited by his son, Willi ax Wallace Connie! 

In two vols. 8vo. London. 1831. 

The very distinguished services rendered to medical science by the late Dr. 
Currie, hiseminent literary talents, his elegant compositions, and the acute powers 
of criticism displayed by him, as well as the importance of his political writings, 
the elevated position he enjoyed in society, and the esteem and affection in 
which he was held by many of the most celebrated men, in useful and polite 
learning, who adorned during the latter part of the last and the commencement 
of the present centuries, the country of his birth and of his adoption, entitle 
him in every way to the high respect of the members of that profession of 
which he was undeniably one of the brightest ornaments. Influenced by this 
opinion, and presuming that such of the readers of this Journal as are aware of 
the merits of Dr. Currie as a medical philosopher and practitioner, will find 
pleasure in perusing a sketch of the events of his life, and an enumeration of 
his services in science and literature; while those who have not yet become fa¬ 
miliar with these, will be gratified at being possessed of information on a sub¬ 
ject of such deep interest; we have prepared a brief and condensed analysis of 
the two volumes of memoirs of the life, writings, and correspondence of that dis¬ 
tinguished man, for which, as the title indicates, we are indebted to his son. 

Prepared, as they are, for the press by one having access to the most correct 
sources of information, they must be considered as entitled to entire confi¬ 
dence, in regard, at least, to all the events and facts they record. But even 
had we not the reason of the close relationship of the author to the subject 
of these memoirs, to lead to the conclusion of the authentic nature of the infor¬ 
mation they contain, we would feel disposed to place reliance on their accuracv, 
and to form a favourable opinion of their merits, learning as we do, from a re¬ 
cent publication,* that they received the unqualified approbation of William 
Roscoe, long the intimate friend of Dr. Currie, and whose testimony, from this 
circumstance as well as from his great literary renown, must naturally be re¬ 
garded as of great weight on a question of this nature. 

Dr. James Currie, the subject of the present memoir, was descended from a 
race of Scottish borderers. He was the only son of a respectable clergyman, 
and was born at the manse of Kirkpatrick-Fleming, in Annandale, on the 31st 
of May, 1756. He received the rudiments of his education under his father’s 
eve, at the parish school of the above-named place, and afterwards at that of 
Middiebie, in the same county, to which latter parish his father was translated, 
and of which he continued minister till his death. 

• Life of W. Roscoe, Vol. II. 310-11, Am. Ed. 



